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CULTURAL INTERCOURSE BETWEEN USSR AND NORTH KDREA

A. Esteblishment of Diplomatic and Cultural Relations

Since its liberation from Japan, over 200,000 volumes of Soviet publica-
tions have been distributed in the northern half of the People's Republic.
These include the llteraxry works of fGeneralissimo Stalin, notebly . A S8hort
History of the Soviet Communist Party (Bolshevik), and selections from Lenin
and Marx.

The establishment of diplomstic relations between the USSR and the Demo-
cratic People's Republic of Koree on 12 October 1948, and the conclusion of the
Peonomic and Cultural Exchange Pact in March 1949, have accelerated the pace of
cultural intercourase and mutuel aesistances between the two nations.

B. Influx of Soviet gcholars

Many Soviet scholare neve arrived in North Korea to help improve the 15
universities and other institutions of higher learning, and otherwise develop &
higher e ! the training of
state leaders.
study in Boviet colleges. of Soviet textbooks and scientific,
technical, and literary books have been imported, translaeted, and published.

Up to 1949, the following Soviet scholars had ccme to North Koree to teach:
ﬁa_.mes preceded by an asterisk represent Korean approximations of foreipn names -

*A, I. Oparin, of Biological Sciences, and member of the Acedemy: of
Sciences USSR

M. 8. Arutunysn, Dr of Medical Sciences
#A..T. Malkshevich, Dr of Mathematical Sciences

M. A. Mayisuryan, Dr of Agricultural Sciences
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s. D. Murapaskiy, Dr of Biological Sciences
N. N. Kolrosupekiy, Dr of Geographical Sciences
P. V. Il'in, Dr of Physical Sciences
Veseyskiy (fmm), Dr.of ‘Philosgphical Sciences
P. Nishiita, Dr of:Techmical Sciences
A. Rysakov, Candidate of Literature
Y. Rogov, Candidate of Transportation Sciences
laptev, Candidate of Metallurgical Sciences
savel 'yev, Candidate of Metallurgical Sciences
Seburov, Candidate of Electricel Sciences
Kachechnyy, Candidate of Veterinery Sciences
Chistyakov, Candidate of Mining
Chechenkov, X-ray Specialist in Physicomathematical Sciences
Serpukhin, Candidate of Physical Scieuces
N. Sepurukov, Cendidate of Nonferrous Metallurgiqal Sciences
L. Kuz'min, Candidate of Construction Englneering
N. Pesuhoravunov, Candidate of Veterinery Sciences
V. N. Korukov, Candidate of Thermal Power Engineering
N. B. Tarasov, Candidate of Mathematical Sciences
#0. A. Amaerina, Veterinarian
The All-Union Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries has
established cultural institutes at P'yongyang, Hamhuing, and Wonsan to facili-
zzgglzz:opagation , research, and assimilation of Soviet culture by the Koreen

C. Activities of Korean-Soviet Cultural Soclety

The Korean-Soviet Cultural Society was established on 11 November 1945,
for the purpose of advancing the cultural relations between the two nations,
and injecting Soviet culture into the Korean people.

The following table shows yearly increases of the membership of this soci-
ety and expansion of 1ts influence.

No of Members
November 1945 375
1946 2,735
1947 636,795

1948 1,225,849
Sep 1949 1,341,877
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The "Choso-ban," or the Korean-Soviet Cultural Units [fesembling party
cellg] which constitute the orge.niza.tional foundation of the society, numbered
19,523 by September 1949,

From July 1946 to September 1949, the society published 906,400 copies of
books, representing 84 titles, covering government, economics, literature, and
arts.

Under the auspices of the society, 112 Russian-language clesses have been
established. The number of students has reached 1,590.

To diffuse Soviet culture, the society has expanded 1its efforte to reach
the maseses. Lectures, exhibitions, plays, motion pictures, wmusicals, and round~
table discussions sponsored by the society have produced great results. From
April to September 1949, cultural propaganda programs for the masses were Bpon-
anred 78,288 times, in 26,758 localities, for the benefit of 15,784,121 persons.

Five special committees on social sciences, natura) sciences, literature,
arts, and physical culture have been organized by the Society to conduct specia.-
ized studies in each field of Soviet culture and populerize it among the masses.
Every committee member, who also belongs to the society, is an suthority in his
field. There are 504 such scholars and cultural leaders working for the research
committees.

The third convention of the Korean-Soviet Cultural Society, was beld 27 -
29 April 1949 at the Moranbong Theater in P'yongysng. The 1,300,000 members of
the society sent more than 40O delegates, who represented all fields of activi-
ties, to attend the convention. The convention was also attended by Premier
Kim Il-song, Kim Tu-pong (chairmen of the Presidium), cabinet members, represent--
atives of politicel parties and social orgenizations, and Soviet Ambassador
Shtikov.

Fraternal groups attending the convention included & Soviet group composed
of I, A. ¥Kairov, president of the Soviet Academy of Pedagogy; A, A, ¥Berowone-
chov, novelist; M. 1., *Pinokyenov, artist; and P. D. *Chachiko, scientist. The
Chinese group was composed of Liu Ch'ih-ming, representative of the Northeast
Chinae Sino-Soviet Friendship Society, Chin Ta, Li Chun-fu and Hsu Chih. In
addition, *Tukulsulun, chairman of the Soviet-¥on ollian Cultural Society, and
*Sanchimitanp, represented Mongolian cultural groups.

D. Korean-Soviet Friendship and Soviet Cultural Week

To strengthen friendship petween Korea and the USSR and to accelerate fur-
ther assimilation of Soviet culture, the Korean-Soviet Friendship and Soviet Cul-
tursl Week yas observed during 14 - 23 October 1949, Workers and farmers alike
celebrated the week by increasing production or by esteblishing new and improv-
ing the existing cultural facilities. In celebration of the Korean-Soviet
Friendship and Soviet Cultural Week conventions were held on i3 October 19ty in
the northern half of the People's Republic at 10,935 places. Some 2,823,089
persons perticipated in these conventions. Each ¢ avention sent a message of
gratitude to the grest Generalissimo Stalln.

Over 120,540 lectures and round-table discussions were held during the
week and vere attended by 8 ,236 ,780 persons. Through these meetings , tthe devel~-
opment of industries, the kolkhoz farm sys and the happy life
of the Soviet people under the Soviet Socialist system were {ntroduced to the
Korean people. various types of ~xhibitions concerning the USSR were shown at
over 24,808 pleces to some 8,01y,66L4 persons. During the veek, the literary end
art groups gave 83 public lectures on the works of goviet writers and artists.
A total of "(,81&3 organizations sponsored numerous public performances of plays,
music, and dancing before 3,820,000 persons.
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To assist iu the celebration of Korean-Soviet Friendship and Soviet Cul-
tural Week, a group of qoviet theater artists arrived from Moscow on 21 Octo-
ber 1949. These artists were:

#B, I. Marukichev, generai manager of the Moscow Theater of Dreme, &
renowned end active leader of the Soviet theatricel art.

#M. N. Kurpet'yev, Stalin-awerd poet laureate.
*3, B, Parumov, instructor at the Moscow Theater of Satire.

#N, B. Yemelyanova, planist, and assistant professor at +he Moscow School
cf Music.

#K. B, Kurikoryan, celebrated soprano of the Azebaydzhan Republic.

*ﬁ. K. Shikopechski, violinist, winner of international musicel competition.
#*N. D. Rihachov, Bolshoy Theater of Ballet, Moscow.

#R. B. Melchanove, Bolshoy Theater of Ballet, Moscov.

*R. E. Upsman, concertmester.

A. A. Ivanov, representative of the All-Soviet Society for Cultural Rela-
tions with Foreign Countries.

These Soviet theatrical artists stayed until 15 November 1949 and gave 19
public performances of music and dencing at P'yongyang, Ch'ongjin, Songdin,
Eemhung, Hungnam, Wonsan, Kanggye, Sinuiju, Namp'o, Haeju, etc. At the round-
table discussions with Korean artists, the group impressed the Korean ertists
with the precepts of Soviet arts.
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